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(571 ABSTRACT

A neural network solution for routing calls through a
three stage interconnection network selects an open
path through the interconnection network if one exists.
The neural network solution uses a neural network with
a binary threshold. The weights of the neural network
are fixed for all time and therefore are independent of
the current state of the interconnection network. Pref-
erential call placement strategies are implemented by
selecting appropriate external inputs to the neural net-
work. An interconnection network controller stores
information reflecting the current usage of the intercon-
nection network and interfaces between the intercon-
nection network and the neural network.
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NEURAL NETWORK SOLUTION FOR
INTERCONNECTION APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to routing calls through
a communications network, and in particular to an im-
proved neural network solution for routing calls
through a thiree stage interconnection network.

A neural network is a parallel, distributed, data pro-
cessing system. A neural network contains a large num-
ber of processing elements or neurons of simple process-
ing capability, the number of neurons being the size of
the network. The neurons are connected with each
other to form a fully connected, or nearly fully con-
nected network. In general, the network performs par-
allel data processing based on a constraint satisfaction
paradigm that has been shown to lead to collective
computation capabilities. A neural network solution
refers to a specific neural network architecture and set
of interconnection weights that result in a neural net-
work capable of solving a specific problem.

The problem of routing a call through a three stage
interconnection network requires the choice of an ap-
propriate route through the interconnection network.
Since the problem potentially entails an exhaustive
search of all possible paths through the interconnection
network, it is a good candidate for the use of a neural
network. Others have previously proposed neural net-
work solutions to handle routing problems in communi-
cations networks. However, none of such solutions
have shown guaranteed convergence to a correct an-
swer and the parameters selected for the neural net-
works either have not been identified or have been
based on trial and error. Also, the prior solutions have
required an excessive number of neurons and some of
them have disadvantageously allowed circular routes
through the communication or interconnection net-
work. In addition, the prior solutions have not provided
for preferential call placement, i.e., for the preferential
use of certain center sections of an interconnection
network when routing calls through the network.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide an
improved neural network solution for call routing in a
three stage interconnection network.

Another object is to provide such a neural network
solution that includes preferential call placement in the
interconnection network.

A further object is to provide such a neural network
solution in which a preferential call placement strategy
is implemented through selection of the external inputs
to the neural network.

Yet another object is to provide such a neural net-
work solution in which the neural network has guaran-
teed convergence properties.

A still further object is to provide such a neural net-
work solution in which fixed interconnection weights
are used, regardless of the state of the interconnection
network, so that as calls are routed and/or removed
from the interconnection network only the external
neural network inputs change, not the interconnection
weights.

Still another object is to provide such a neural net-
work solution that requires a minimum number of neu-
rons for its implementation.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a system for and a
method of routing calls through an interconnection
network that has input, center and output stages, each
stage having a plurality of call switching sections. The
center stage has n switching sections and a plurality of
links are between the stages, such that there is one link
between each input stage switching section and each
center stage switching section and one link between
each center stage switching section and each output
stage switching section.

A neural network selects a route through the inter-
connection network for each new call. The neural net-
work has n amplifiers, each of which represents an
individual one of the center stage switching sections.
The amplifiers are coupled together by interconnection
weights T that are the value or weight of the connec-
tion from the output of the jth amplifier to the input to
the ith amplifier. The amplifiers receive external inputs
I;, where I;is the external input to the ith amplifier, and
generate outputs v;, where v;is the output generated by
the ith amplifier. The neural network has an energy
function defined by

A controller is coupled to the interconnection net-
work and to the neural network. The controller moni-
tors the current usage of and operates the interconnec-
tion network to route calls through the interconnection
network. The controller also provides external inputs I;
to and receives outputs v;from the neural network. The.
controller stores sets of energy values W~ and W,0UT,
where i=1,2, . .. n, and assigns the energy values to the
links coupled to each input stage switching section and
to the links coupled to each output stage switching
section, respectively, where W N represents the energy
involved in using the link between a particular input
stage switching section and the ith center stage switch-
ing section and W OUT represents the energy involved in
using the link between the ith center stage switching
section and a particular output stage switching section.
The assigned energy values are such that if a link is not
being used and is available for use in routing a new call
through the interconnection network, its energy value
W{N or WOUT is S;/2, where S;/2Z0, and if a link is
being used and is not available for use in routing a new
call, its energy value is L/2, where L/2>0 and L>S;.
The values of WJN and W OUT are therefore in accor-
dance with and represent the current usage of the inter-
connection network links.

The neural network interconnection weights have
values such that

so that dE/dt =0 for all time and the neural network, in
response to its current state and the current values of
the external inputs I;, converges to an equilibrium point
of the E function. In response to a request to route a
new call through the interconnection network, from a
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particular input stage switching section to a particular
output stage switching section, the controller utilizes
the energy values W7V and W OUT assigned to the links
coupled to the particular input and output stage switch-
ing section to generate and apply to the neural network
the external inputs I;, which have values defined by

Ii=—(WIN+ WPOUT) 16,

where G is positive constant chosen such that G <L/2
and G > S;for all i. With the above values for Tjjand I,
an equivalent definition of the energy function E of the
neural network is defined by

2
n
E = 'EI(W'{N+ W?W)v;+g—(.§lv;—1) -
i= =

&
2

The external inputs I; applied by the controller to the
neural network cause the neural network to converge,
in accordance with the current state of the neural net-
work and the values of the external inputs I;, to an equi-
librium point at which the outputs v; from the neural
network amplifiers represent a particular center stage
switching section between which and each of the par-
ticular input and output stage switching sections there
are unused links and through which the new call is to be
routed over such unused links. The controller receives
the outputs v; and operates the interconnection net-
work, in accordance with the values of the outputs v;, to
route the new call through the particular center stage
switching section selected for use by the neural net-
work.

The neural network has a binary threshold and the
outputs v; of the amplifiers are either zero or one. Upon
the neural network reaching an equilibrium point fol-
lowing a request to route a new call through the inter-
connection network, the amplifier outputs v; indicate
whether the new call can be routed through the inter-
connection network and, if so, which center stage
switching section i is to be used to route the new call. In
the equilibrium state of the neural network the outputs
v; are such that no more than one amplifier indicates a
center stage switching section to be used in routing the
new call through the interconnection network.

The invention contemplates the preferential place-
ment of calls through the interconnection network. To
implement one form of preferential call routing, the
same value of L is assigned to all interconnection net-
work links that are being used and the values of S; as-
signed to the links not being used are such that S;<§;, to
thereby favor selection by the neural network of any
particular center stage switching section i over any
other center stage switching section j for use in routing
a new call through the interconnection network. If the
values assigned to S;are such that S;< Sjfor all i <j, then
a form of preferential call placement is implemented
that favors selection of the lowest numbered unused
center stage switching section for use in routing a new
call through the interconnection network. If preferen-
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L is assigned to all links that are being used to route a
call and the values of S; are set to a constant S for all
links that are not being used to route a call, which re-
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sults in a uniform distribution of calls through the center
stage switching sections.

The foregoing and other objects, advantages and
features of the invention will become apparent upon a
consideration of the following detailed description,
when taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows the architecture of a conventional neu-
ral network that may be used in practicing the present
invention, and

FIG. 2 illustrates a circuit configuration for using the
neural network solution to handle a routing function for
an interconnection network. :

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A neural network solution according to the teachings
of the invention can be used with any three stage inter-
connection network, e.g., a three stage Clos network as
shown in FIG. 2. The interconnection network consists
of an input, a middle and an output stage, each of which
comprises a number of rectangular switching matrices.
A rectangular switching matrix, also called a section,
connects each of x inputs to the section with any one of
y outputs from the section, with no two inputs going to
the same output. The input stage consists of n, sections,
each having p inputs and n outputs. The center stage
consists of n sections each having n, inputs and n. out-
puts. The output stage consists of n. sections each hav-
ing n inputs and q outputs. There is one link between
each input section and each center section, and one link
between each center section and each output section.
To route a call, which is a desired connection from an
input to an input section to an output from an output
section, a center section with an available link to both
the appropriate input section and to the appropriate
output section must be located. This problem poten-
tially requires an exhaustive search of all possible pairs
of links (input-to-center and center-to-output) to find a
center section that may be used. A center section with
both appropriate links available is referred to as an
“open” center section. If either link is currently in use,
then the center section is referred to as “used.” A valid
route uses a single “open” center section between ap-
propriate input and output sections.

FIG. 1 shows the architecture of a known continuous
deterministic Hopfield neural network that may be used
in the neural network solution for routing calls in the
three stage interconnection network. The neural net-
work has a plurality of amplifiers, i.e., neurons, the
inputs to and the outputs from which are described by
nonlinear dynamical equations. The equation describing
the input u; to the ith amplifier is

o

where C;is the total input capacitance of the amplifier,
Tj; is the value or weight of the connection from the
output of the jth amplifier to the input to the ith ampli-
fier, v;is the output generated by the jth amplifier, 7;is
a resistance value that will be defined below, gA) is the
sigmoidal transfer function of the ith amplifier assuming
a negligible response time, and I;is the external input to
the ith amplifier. In order to allow Tj to have both

1
du; (0]

dt

s
)=§T,jv]—# + I; with v; = g; (u))
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negative and positive values, the amplifiers have both
noninverting and inverting outputs. When a negative
Tjj is. needed, the inverting output of the amplifier is
used and when Tj is to be positive, the noninverting
output is used. The magnitude of Tjis 1/Ry, where R;;
is the value of the resistor connecting the output of the
jth amplifier with the input of the ith amplifier. The
value of 7;is given by

1 1
TP +§R,_',-’

3|~

where p; is the input resistance of the amplifier.

The current state of the neural network, i.e., the pres-
ent state of the outputs of the amplifiers or neurons
taken collectively, and equation (1), together determin-
istically describe the neural network’s operation. The
choice of values for the external inputs I;and the inter-
connection strengths Tj; determine the properties of
equation (1) and therefore the operational characteris-
tics of the neural network. In general, the interconnec-
tion strengths are fixed prior to operation of the neural
network.

Assuming an infinite gain on the sigmoidal function,
the following positive-definite function represents the
energy for the system defined by equation (1):

@

1
E = -T?jiiﬂ]vﬂ’j—%]ivi.

For Tj=Tjiand T;=0, dE/dt=0 for all time. In addi-
tion, dE/dt=0 only when dv;/dt=0 for all i. Since E is
a bounded function, the solution always leads to an
equilibrium point of the E function, and the points
where dv;/dt=0 are asymptotically stable equilibrium
points for E. The use of the neural network in a neural
network solution requires choosing Tjand I;, such that
the local minima of the E function correspond to the
correct solution(s) for the problem. One standard design
method involves choosing a positive definite function
E, which encompasses the constraints of the specific
problem at hand. This function, when equated with the
general E function in equation (2), determines the cor-
rect values for T; and 1. The operation of the neural
network involves specifying an initial state and allow-
ing the state to change dynamically according to equa-
tion (1). The local minimum to which the E function
converges corresponds to the neural network’s solution.

Others have previously employed neural network
solutions to handle routing problems in communications
networks. None of such prior approaches has shown
guaranteed convergence to a correct answer, and the
choices of parameters either have not been indicated or
have been based largely on trial and error. The prior
approaches also use more neurons than are required for
the neural network solution of the present invention,
and some disadvantageously allow circular routes
through the communications or interconnection net-
work. They also have not allowed for preferential call
placement.

The neural network solution of the invention uses a
neural network of a type shown in FIG. 1, with a binary
threshold function rather than a sigmoidal function.
The possible output values for a neuron (amplifier) are
zero and one. The neural network uses only one neuron
per center section, the ith neuron representing the ith
center section. The present state of the output v;of each
neuron indicates whether the corresponding center
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section is to be used in routing the call. By convention,
vi=1 when the section is to be used and v;=0 when it
is not to be used. The final state of the neural network
is therefore a valid solution if there is exactly one neu-
ron with an output of one and if that neuron represents
an open center section. If there are no open center sec-
tions, the solution should not attempt to use any of the
center sections, i.e., all neurons should have an output
of zero. When routing a call between an input section
and an output section, only the links between those two
sections and each of the center sections is important.
The links associated with any other input or output
section do not affect the availability of the required pair
of links to route the call.

To describe the manner in which the neural network
solution routes a call through the three stage intercon-
nection network, let WV represent the cost or energy
associated with using the link between the appropriate
input section and the ith center section and let W, 0UT
represent the cost or energy associated with using the
link between the ith center section and the appropriate
output section. If a link is available its cost, W/N or
W/OUT is assigned a small value of S;/2=0, and if a link
is being used its cost is assigned a large value of L/2>0,
with L>§;. The values of S; may be chosen to imple-
ment preferential call placement, as will be described.
The value of L is the same for all links. If any link is
initially available and then a call is routed using that
link, the value for W/ OUT or W/N changes from S;/2 to
L/2. The reverse takes place if a link is currently in use
and then made available. If a link is not present in the
interconnection network, its energy level WiV or
W OUT is assigned a constant value of L/2. In this fash-
ion, W,OUT and W¢N will contain all the necessary in-
formation about the current usage of all of the links in
the interconnection network.

An energy function encompassing the constraints of
the routing problem can be written

2 ®
n » n
E= 2 P+ W?UT)vi+%('_§lv,-_ 1) -

H

<3

2on-<,
where G is a positive constant chosen such that G <L/2
and G>S; for each i. The first term is the cost associ-
ated with using the route. The second term is the cost
associated with using more than one center section.
When the neural network reaches a local minimum of
the energy function representing a valid route, the sec-
ond term is zero and the first term represents the cost of
using the route, i.e., S;. If an open route does not exist,
then the first term is zero and the second term equals
G/2. The third term is added so that T;=0, ensuring
that the neural network solution is guaranteed to find an
equilibrium point. The addition of the third term does
not alter the locations of the local minima for the neural
network solution. The fourth term is simply an offset to
the energy of the neural network which does not affect
the characteristics of the neural network solution but
simplifies subsequent equations.

Since a binary threshold function is used, the energy
function for the neural network is given by equation (2).
Expanding and combining terms, equation (3) can be
rewritten as
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]

¥
J#i

n n n
E= 3 (N4 WU Gl + S 3 2

Comparing equation (4) with equation (2), Tjand 1;are
found to be

®
—Gifis£j

Ty =

v (0ifi=j

L=-wN+ P + G ®

The weights Tj; for the neural network are fixed and
independent of the current mix of used and unused links,
i.e., of the current state of the interconnection network
and therefore of the current values for each W/OUT and
WN. This is an important advantage if the neural net-
work solution is implemented in VLSI hardware. The
external inputs I; to the neurons reflect all the need
information about which links are available and which
links are used.

If one or more valid routes exist through the inter-
connection network, and if G <L./2 and G > S;for each
i, then the neural network solution defined by equations
(4), (5) and (6) is guaranteed to converge to a solution
representing a valid route. If a valid route doés not exist,
then the solution is guaranteed to converge to a null
state, indicating that no valid routes exist. Thus, for all
states of the interconnection network, the neural net-
work solution is guaranteed to converge to a state rep-
resenting a valid route if one exists and to converge to
a null state if no valid routes exist. The null state is a
state with all neurons having an output of zero.

Call packing or preferential call placement is used to
delay the need for rearrangements in rearrangingly
nonblocking interconnection networks and to avoid
blocked conditions in blocking interconnection net-
works. By packing the calls as much as possible onto a
selected subset of the center sections, situations where a
call would be blocked can be avoided. For example, a
call packing strategy for the interconnection network
shown in FIG. 2 is to route the call by using the lowest
numbered “open” center section. This strategy tends to
maximize the chance that a route will exist for a call,
since the higher numbered center sections will be more
likely to have low utilization and hence be “open” cen-
ter sections. Another use of preferential call placement
is to uniformly distribute the calls over the interconnec-
tion network.

The invention contemplates preferential call place-
ment through the interconnection network, which is
implemented through the choices of the values for S;.
To favor any particular center section i over any other
center section j, make §;<S; For example, to imple-
ment a call packing strategy where the “open” center
section with the lowest number is favored for use, make
S;<S§; for all i<j. Performance of the preferential call
placement strategy depends upon the choice of the
initial conditions for the neural network. Two such
choices are that the initial condition for a new call be
the final state from the previous call, or that a reset
circuit be added to the neural network to initialize, for
each new call, all neurons to the same identical state.

Operation of the neural network for either set of
initial conditions can be appreciated by examining the
dynamics driving each of the neurons in the neural
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network. Consider time intervals during which no neu-
ron’s output v; changes, i.e., the time from when one
neuron’s input changes sign to the time when another
neurons’s input changes sign. During one such interval
none of the v; change and assuming, without a loss of
generality, that 7,=7=1 and C;=1, equation (1) can be
rewritten as

du;
dt

Y

=-—ui+Yi
where

n 8)
vi = g; (uj) and y; =j§17',j vi+ I

JFEI

For the neural network solution presented by equations
(3) through (6),

®)
e~ 4 wouny [ —j_glvj
JFE

The input u;to the ith neuron is a function only of quan-
tities associated with that neuron. Letting t, represent
the time at which the last neuron’s output changed and
uyt,) the input to the ith neuron at that time, the solu-
tion to equation (7) is

u{f)=vi+Kie~! where Ki=uft5)—vi. (10)
Setting uf{t)=0 and solving for t gives the time at which
the ith neuron’s output would change if no other neu-
ron’s output changes first. A solution only exists when
viand K;have opposite signs and |y;| < |K;}. If a solu-
tion exists, the time at which the ith neuron changes
state is

t,-=ln(

Even if a neuron’s output cannot change during one
interval, it may be able to change during future inter-
vals, since the value of y; may be different in different
intervals.

The neural network converges to a steady state repre-
senting the routing solution for a call, i.e., either a single
neuron is on, indicating which center section is to be
used, or all of the neurons are off, indicating a blocked
call. Once the neural network is in a steady state, each
of the inputs to the neurons approaches an asymptotic
value equal to 7y;. When a neuron is on in the converged
steady state, its asymptote is y;= —S;+G, while the
other neurons have y;= —(W/N4+W,OUT) If the final
steady state has all neurons off, then each center section
is “used” and y;= —(WIN4+ W, OUT) 1 G for all i.

The output of the ith neuron will change before all
other neurons if t;<t;for all j54i. Using this relationship,
a condition on u{to) can be found for which the output
of the ith neuron will change before all other neurons.

(11
Yi — u10)

7 ) if y; 5% 0.

¥i L (12)
ufto) > 5 uftg) forallj=iify; >0
j



5,263,121

9
-continued

OR

Yi L, . (13)
ulip) < ; ufrg) foralljsiifvy; <O

Equations (12) and (13) are valid only if the ith neuron
has a solution to equation (10) for the current interval,
i.e., if the output of the ith neuron is allowed to change
during the current interval. If the jth neuron’s output
cannot change during the current interval, but the ith
neuron’s output can change, then for all izj the ith
neuron’s output will always change before the jth neu-
ron’s output. The sign of y;depends upon the state of all
of the other neurons, i.e., the v;for all j4i, as well as
upon the values of W/~ and W,OUT, If none of these
other neurons have an output of one, i.e., v;=0 for all
Jj=*i, and if the ith center section is “open”, then v; is
positive. In all other cases, v;is negative. The ratio of v;
to ;and the signs of uf{to) and ufto) will determine the
region of initial conditions for which the ith neuron will
change state before the jth neuron.

Consider first the implementation of preferential call
placement where the final state of the neural network
from the previous call is used as the initial condition for
the new call. It is important to remember that the W/Ns
and W OUTs used for routing the last call are not the
same as those used to route the new call. It is the W s
and W;OUT; for the last call, not the new call, that affect
the initial condition used for the new call. Since the
initial condition used for routing a new call is the final
state of the last solution, one of two things happens
when routing a new call: either the center section which
was used to route the last call is “open” for the new call
and is used to route the new call, or the center section
which was used to route the last call is “used” for the
new call and the output of neuron N representing that
center section first changes from one to zero. If the
latter occurs, the change leaves the neural network in
the state where all neurons are off. If none of the center
sections are “open,” then none of the neurons is able to
change its state. Only one neuron at a time can change
state, and during the interval in which the output of
neuron N is changing from one to zero, no other neu-
rons are able to change state. Their inputs may change
due to a change in their y; but none of those neurons
will change state. When the output of neuron N does
change, each of the other neurons has a change in its vy;
which allows for the possibility that it may be the next
to change state. Equations (12) and (13) determine
which of these other neurons changes state first. In
order that the neuron representing the “open” center
section with the lowest S;, S;in, changes first, the fol-
lowing condition has to be met

N

where Spex;is that of the “open” center section with the
next lowest S;. This represents a worse case condition.
The center section which has the highest preference
may have been “used” for the last call routed, so that its
asymptote is —L. The center section with the next
highest preference may not have been used for the last
call, since the center section used for the call prior to
the last call may have been “open” for the last call. If
the condition in equation (14) is met for each center

14)
—Smin + G

‘-‘m)<-snw>
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section with respect to all center sections with lower
preference, then the preferred “open” center section
will always be used, except when the center section
used for the last call is “open” for the new call.

If calls are not to be preferentially placed, S; is set
equal to a constant S for all i. This gives each of the
neurons representing “‘open” center sections for the last
call the same asymptotic value and, if “open” for the
next call, an equal chance of being the first neuron to
change. With no structural advantage for any neuron,
random noise conditions determine the first neuron to
change. If the noise has the same distribution for each
neuron, the calls will be distributed uniformly among
the “open” center sections. The same exception holds in
this case, however, that the call is routed using the same
center section used for the last call if that section also is
“open” for the new call.

There are two situations when preferential placement
of calls is not guaranteed. The first occurs during rout-
ing of the initial call. If the initial starting point for the
very first call is randomly chosen, then there is a greater
chance, but no guarantee, that the preferred center
section will be used. For every call routed after the first
call, the preferential placement of calls will occur as
above described. The second situation occurs when
there is a change in the preferences. It takes one call
placement for the neural network to reflect the changes
in the asymptotic values, so for the first call following
the change in preferences, the neural network is not
guaranteed to use the preferred center section. For
every call routed after the first call following the
change in preferences, the preferential placement of
calls then occurs as described above.

One assumption that has been implied is that suffi-
cient time is allowed for the input to each neuron to get
close to its asymptote. The length of time must be suffi-
cient to guarantee that each neuron’s input is within a
specified neighborhood of its asymptote, a neighbor-
hood that does not overlap with those of adjacent as-
ymptotes. A lower bound on this time may be computed
as a function of the separation between adjacent asymp-
totes. When sufficient time has elapsed, it is assured that
the ordering of the inputs matches the ordering of the
7}, and thus of the S;. Once the values for the W/NS and
WOUTS and G are chosen, the length of time can be
calculated using worst case scenarios.

Alternatively, preferential call placement may be
implemented by using a reset circuit to initialize each
neuron to the same state, which alleviates the problem
involved in using the final state of the last call as the
initial condition for the new call. The reset circuit ini-
tializes each neuron’s input u; to the same negative
value, so that each neuron has an output of zero. Equa-
tions (12) and (13) are still valid and dictate which neu-
ron will change state first. Since each neuron starts with
the same initial condition, the neuron representing the
highest preference “open” center section is always
used, irrespective of the center section used to route the
previous call. With the addition of a reset circuit, the
performance of the preferential call placement stragedy
is guaranteed.

With the reset circuit, if calls are not to be preferen-
tially placed then S;is set equal to a constant S for all i.
Under the assumptions of no structural advantages and
equal noise distributions, calls will then be distributed
uniformly among the “open” center sections. With the
reset circuit, preferences can be changed from call to
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call with no delay, i.e., preferences are reflecied imme-
diately in the neural network’s solution. The prefer-
ences also are reflected in the route chosen for the initial
call.

FIG. 2 shows a contemplated arrangement for using
the neural network solution to handle the routing func-
tion for the interconnection network. A primary pur-
pose of the interconnection network controller is to
maintain two tables. The first table is a list of each call
currently using the interconnection network and its
route. The second table contains an entry for each input
and an entry for each output section. Each entry is a set
of cost values {W N} or {W;0UT} for the correspond-
ing input or output section, respectively. In particular,
the entry for each input section is a set of cost values
WiN reflecting the current usage of all of the liks be-
tween itself and each of the center sections. Similarly,
the entry for each output section is a set of cost values
WOUT reflecting the current usage of all of the links
between itself and each of the center sections. When a
new call request arrives, the interconnection network
controller determines which input section and which
output section correspond to the call request. The con-
troller then passes the set of W;IN values for the appro-
priate input section and the set of W OUT values for the
appropriate output section to the neural network. The
neural network solution then either computes a route
for the call through the interconnection network or
indicates that no route exists. This information is passed
back to the interconnection network controller which
either rejects the call if no route exists or physically
routes the call through the interconnection network
using the network control interface. The interconnec-
tion network controller also enters the new state of the
interconnection network into its two tables.

The invention therefore provides a neural network
solution for routing calls through a three stage intercon-
nection network. The solution uses fixed interconnec-
tion weights for the neural network and fewer neurons
than previous solutions, i.e., only a single neuron per
center section. The neural network solution can prefer-
entially place calls in the interconnection network, and
by using a reset circuit to initialize the inputs of the
neurons, the preferential placement of calls can be guar-
anteed. If a reset circuit is not used, then the final state
from the last call can be used as the initial state for the
new call, which results in a near perfect realization of
preferential call placement.

While embodiments of the invention have been de-
scribed in detail, various modifications and other em-
bodiments thereof may be devised by one skilled in the
art without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention, as defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for routing calls, comprising:

an interconnection network including input, center

and output stages each having a plurality of call
switching sections, said center stage having n
switching sections, and a plurality of links connect-
ing said input, center and output stage switching
sections, such that there is one link between each
input stage switching section and each center stage
switching section and one link between each center
stage switching section and each output stage
switching section;

a neural network including n amplifiers, each repre-

sentative of an individual one of said n center stage
switching sections and having an input and an out-
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put, coupled to one another by interconnection
weights T;j that are the value or weight of a con-
nection from the output from the jth amplifier to
the input to an ith amplifier and that have values
such that Ty=Tj;and T;;=0, said amplifiers gener-
ating outputs v;, where v;is the output from the ith
amplifier, and receiving at their inputs external
inputs I;, where I; is the external input to the ith
amplifier, the values of said external inputs I;and of
said interconnection weights T; determining the
operational characteristics of said neural network,
said neural network having an energy function E
defined by

said energy function converging to an equilibrium
point in accordance with the current state of said
neural network and the current values of said exter-
nal inputs I; and

controller for sensing each call currently being
routed through said interconnection network and
the route of each call through said interconnection
network, for operating said interconnection net-
work to route calls through said interconnection
network, and for providing said external inputs I;to
and for receiving said outputs v; from said neural
network, said controlier maintaining cost or energy
values WV and W;OUT for the links coupled to
each input stage switching section and for the links
coupled to each output stage switching section,
respectively, where W N represents the cost of
using the link between a particular input stage
switching section and the ith center stage switch-
ing section and W;OUT represents the cost of using
the link between a particular output stage switch-
ing section and the ith center stage switching sec-
tion, such that if a link is not being used and is
available for use in routing a new call through said
interconnection network its cost WV or W;OUT js
assigned a selected first cost or energy value S;/2,
where S;/2Z0, and if a link is being used and is not
available for use in routing a new call its cost WV
or W OUT s assigned a selected second and greater
cost or energy value L/2, where L/2>0 and
L>S;, whereby the values of WiN and W OUT are
in accordance with and represent the current usage
of said links of said interconnection network, said
controller receiving a request to route a new call
through said interconnection network from a par-
ticular input stage switching section to a particular
output stage switching section and in response to
the request generating and applying to said amplifi-
ers of said neural network external inputs I; that
have values in accordance with respective costs
WN and W;OUT associated with the links coupled
to the particular input and output stage switching
sections, said energy functions E of said neural
network converging, in response to the current
state of said neural network and to the current
values of said external inputs I; and if a route
through said interconnection network exists, to an
equilibrium point at which said outputs v; from its
amplifiers represent a particular center stage
switching section between which and each of the
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particular input and output stage switching sec-
tions there is an available link and through which
particular center stage switching section the new
call is to be routed over the available links, said
controller being responsive to said outputs V; to
operate said interconnection network to route the
new call through such particular center stage
switching section, said energy function E of said
neural network converging to a null state if a route
through said interconnection network does not
exist, at which said outputs v;represent that there is
no center stage switching section available for
routing the new call, wherein in operation of said
neural network dE/dt=0 for all time and
dv;/dt=0 at asymptotically stable equilbrium
points for said energy fucntion E, wherein said
neural network has a binary threshold and the
output v; of an amplifier is either zero or one and
indicates, upon said neural network reaching an
equilibrium point following a new call request,
whether the corresponding ith center stage switch-
ing section is to be used to route the new call, such
that when v;=1 the corresponding center stage
switching section is to be used to route the new call
and when v;=0 the corresponding center stage
switching section is not to be used to route the new
call, the outputs of said amplifiers in the equilib-
rium state of said neural network being such that
there is exactly one amplifier with an output of one
if there is a center stage switching section available
for use-in routing a new call through said intercon-
nection network and such that all of said amplifiers
have an output of zero if there is no center stage
switching section available for use in routing a new
call through said interconnection network,
wherein said neural network interconnection
weights are defined by

Tnj={

where G is a positive constant chosen such that
G <L/2 and G > S;for each i, wherein said external
inputs provided by said controller to said neural
network are defined by

~Gifist]
0ifi=j

I=—(WN+wOUN+ G,

and wherein said neural network energy function E
also is defined by

n
2, O+ Wk v+

which energy function encompasses the constraints
of routing a new call through said interconnection
network.
2. A system as in claim 1, wherein an internal input u;
to the ith amplifier, is defined by
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du;

(%

i
ar — + I; with v; = g{u))

) g
7
ilu"

where C;is an input capacitance of the ith amplifier, v;
is the output generated by the jth amplifier, 7;is a resis-
tance and gy is a sigmoidal transfer function of the ith
amplifier assuming a negligible response time.

3. A system as in claim 1, wherein the value of L is the
same for all links that are being used and the values of
S;, for the links that are not being used, are assigned
such that S;< §;to thereby favor selection by said neural
network of any particular center stage switching sec-
tion i over any other center stage switching section j for
use in routing a call through said interconnection net-
work, so that said system implements preferential call
placement through said interconnection network.

4. A system as in claim 1, wherein the value of L is the
same for all links that are being used and S;<S; for all
i<j, so that said system implements preferential call
placement that favors selection of the lowest numbered
unused center stage switching section for use in routing
a call through said interconnection network.

5. A system as in claim 1, wherein the value of L is the
same for all links that are being used and the values of
Siare set equal to a constant S for all links that are not
being used, so that calls are distributed uniformly
through said center stage switching sections.

6. A system for routing calls, comprising:

an interconnection network including input, center
and output stages each having a plurality of switch-
ing sections that connect each of x inputs to a sec-
tion to any one of y outputs from the section with
no two inputs being connected to the same output,
and a plurality of links connecting outputs from
said input sections to inputs to said center sections
and connecting outputs from said center sections to
inputs to said output sections, such that one link
extends between each input section and each center
section and one link extends between each center
section and each output section, said interconnec-
tion network being operable to route calls from
inputs to said input sections to outputs from said
output sections via said links and said center sec-
tions with no two calls using the same link;

a neural network including a plurality of neurons
coupled to one another by interconnections having
interconnection weights Tj; that are the value or
weight of the connection from the output of the jth
neuron to the input to the ith neuron and quantify
the influence of neuron j on neuron i, said intercon-
nection weights having values such that T;=Tj
and T;=0, said neural network being adapted to
receive external inputs I;, where I; is the external
input to the ith neuron, and generating outputs v;,
where v;is the output of the ith neuron, said neural

network having an energy function E defined by
1 n n T . n .
E=g 22 vm— 2 Im
JEi

said energy function converging to an equilibrium
point in accordance with the current state of said
neural network, the values of the interconnection
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weights Ty, and the current values of said external
inputs I;; and

a controller coupled to said interconnection network
and to said neural network for sensing [the current
usage of and] each call currently being routed
through said interconnection network and the
route of each call through said interconnection
network, for operating said interconnection net-
work and for applying said external input I; to and
for receiving outputs v; from said neural network,
said controller sensing whether the individual links
of said interconnection network are or are not
being used to route a call through said interconnec-
tion network and assigning to each link an energy
value representative of whether the link is or is not
being used, where WV is the energy value of the
link between a particular input stage switching
section and the ith center stage switching section
and WOUT is the energy value of the link between
a particular output stage switching section and the
ith center stage switching section and the values of
W;IN and W;OUT, for links that are not being used
to route a call, are smaller than the values of WiN
and WOUT for links that are being used to route a
call, said controller, in response to a request to
route a call through said interconnection network
from an input to a particular input section to an
output from a particular output section via a center
section, generating external inputs I; having values
in accordance with the energy values assigned to
the links coupled to the particular input section and
to the particular output section and applying said
external inputs I;to said neural network so that said
neural network converges and generates outputs v;
having values in accordance with the initial state of
said neural network and the values of said external
inputs I;, said energy function of said neural net-
work also being defined by being

2
n
E= 3 (#IV4 W?UT)V,-+%(_§1W—1) -~
=

i=1

where G is a positive constant that has a value
which is less than the value of either WAV or
W OUT of a link that is being used and is greater
than the value of either WJN or W;OUT of any link
that is not being used, so that said neural network
outputs v; represent the particular center stage
switching section to be used to route the new call,
said controller receiving said neural network out-
puts v;and operating said interconnection network
to route the new call through said particular center
stage switching section represented by said neural
network outputs v;.

7. A system as in claim 6, wherein said interconnec-

tion weights have values defined by

-Gifizj
Tj=y ..
0ifi=j

and said external inputs have values defined by
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I=—(WN+ WOUT)+G.

8. A method of routing calls through an interconnec-
tion network that includes input, center and output
stages, each having a plurality of call switching sections
and the center stage having n call switching sections,
and a plurality of links between the stages, such that
there is one link between each input stage switching
section and each center stage switching section and one
link between each center stage switching section and
each output stage switching section, said method com-
prising the steps of:

providing a neural network that has n amplifiers, each

representative of an individual one of the intercon-
nection network center stage switching sections,
which amplifiers are coupled together by intercon-
nection weights Tj; that are the value or weight of
the connection from the output of the jth amplifier
to the input to the ith amplifier and which amplifi-
ers also are adapted to receive external inputs I;,
where I; is the external input to the ith amplifier,
the neural network having an energy function E
defined by

assigning energy values WiNand W;OUT to the links
coupled to each input stage switching section and
to each output stage switching section, respec-
tively, where WN represents the energy involved
in using the link between a particular input stage
switching section and the ith center stage switch-
ing section and W, OUT represents the energy in-
volved in using the link between a particular out-
put stage switching section and the ith center stage
switching section, such that if a link is not being
used and is available for use in routing a new call
through the interconnection network its assigned
energy value WJIN or W,OUT js a selected energy
value S;/2, where S;/2Z0, and if a link is being
used and is not available for use in routing a call its
assigned energy value WIN or W OUT is a selected
energy value L/2, where L/2>0 and L>S;,
whereby the values of W /N and W;OUT represent
the current usage of the interconnection network;

providing a further energy function E of the neural
network that is defined by

by providing values for the interconnection
weights such that

where G is a positive constant chosen such that
G=L/2 and G>S;for all i, and by generating and
applying to the neural network in response to a
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request to route a new call through the intercon-
nection network from a particular input stage
switching section to a particular output stage
switching section, external inputs I; that have val-
ues defined by

I=—(WiN+ WPUT) 1 G;

applying to the neural network external inputs I; that
are generated in response to a request to route a
new call through the interconnection network to
cause the neural network to converge, in accor-
dance with the current state of the neural network
and the current values of the external inputs I; to
an equilibrium point at which outputs v; generated
by the neural network amplifiers, where v; is the
output from the ith amplifier, represent, if a route
through the interconnection network is available, a
particular center stage switching section between
which and each of the particular input and output
stage switching sections there is an available link
and through which particular center stage switch-
ing section the new call is to be routed; and

operating the interconnection network, in response to
the neural network amplifier outputs v;, to route
the new call through such particular center stage
switching section.

9. A method as in claim 8, wherein said step of pro-
viding a neural network provides a neural network in
which an internal input u; to the ith amplifier is defined
by

du;

n u;
Ci(T)=j§l Tyvj — ‘# + Iy with v; = g; (1))

where C;is an input capacitance of the ith amplifier, v;
is the output generated by the jth amplifier, 7;is a resis-
tance and g« ) is a sigmoidal transfer function of the ith
amplifier assuming a negligible response time.

10. A method as in claim 8, wherein said neural net-
work providing step provides a neural network that has
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a binary threshold, in which the output v;of an amplifier
is either zero or one, and in which the output v; of an
amplifier, upon the neural network reaching an equilib-
rium point following a request to route a new call, indi-
cates whether the corresponding ith center stage
switching section is or is not to be used to route the new
call, such that when v;=1 the corresponding center
stage switching section i is to be used to route the new
call and when v;=0 the corresponding center stage
switching section i is not to be used to route the new
call, the outputs of the amplifiers in the equilibrium state
of the neural network being such that exactly one ampli-
fier has an output of one if there is a center stage switch-
ing section available for use in routing the new call
through the interconnection network and such that all
of the amplifiers have an output of zero if there is no
center stage switching section available for use in rout-
ing the new call through the interconnection network.

11. A method as in claim 8, wherein said assigning
step comprises assigning the same value of L to all
interconnection network links that are being used, and
assigning values of S;to all links that are not being used,
such that S;<S;, to thereby implement preferential call
placement through the interconnection network and
favor selection by the neural network of any particular
center stage switching section i over any other center
stage switching section j for use in routing a new call
through the interconnection network.

12. A method as in claim 11, wherein said assigning
step comprises assigning values to S;such that S;< S;for
all i<j, thereby to implement preferential call place-
ment that favors selection of the lowest numbered un-
used center stage switching section for use in routing a
call through the interconnection network.

13. A method as in claim 8, wherein said assigning
step comprises assigning the same value of L to all links
that are being used to route a call and setting the values
of S;to a constant S for all links that are not being used
to route a call, so that calls are distributed uniformly

among the center stage switching sections.
* % % ¥ x



